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UM STUDENT FINDS
RECORDS SHOWING
MIEA OLDEST IN NATION

MISSOULA, Mont.- —
A journalism graduate student at the University of Montana (UM) emptied a cabinet in
her office recently and uncovered

records that show the Montana Interscholastic Editorial

Association (MIEA) is the nation's oldest statewide high school press organization.
The records, verified by news articles in three other sources, state that the MIEA
was founded May 14, 1915, at the state university in Missoula.

Previously available

accounts had indicated the MIEA was established in 1923.
The Oklahoma Interscholastic Press Association, begun in 1916, has been listed as
the oldest statewide high school press association.
The student, Cheryl Hutchinson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Norman D. Hutchinson, 3432-3rd Ave. S., Great Falls, cleared out the file cabinet when she moved into a School of
Journalism office to begin her duties as a graduate assistant.

UM faculty members examined

the materials and found early volumes of the organization's official publication, the
Montana High School Editor, begun in 1931.

A volume containing a history of the MIEA

included this paragraph:
"Origin of the Montana High School Editorial Association dates back to the 12th
Interscholastic track meet, held at the State University in 1915.

Editors of high school

papers were invited to attend the meet and form some sort of organization while here.
Randall C. Gould was elected to the presidency of the group."
The statement appears on page four of the November, 1931, issue (Volume 2, Number 2).
Other issues of the Montana High School Editor contained a year-by-year history of
the organization to 1931.
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At the second annual meeting, May 10-12, 1916, the delegates were addressed by Dean
Arthur L. Stone, who had founded the Montana School of Journalism in 1914.

His topic:

"The High School Paper and Its Problems."
Dr. IVarren J. Brier, dean of the journalism school^who has been MIEA adviser since
1962, commented:
"We had been searching for these records for several years.

They probably were

misplaced when the School of Journalism was moved from Cook Hall to the present Journalism
Building in 1937."
Stories about the newly formed organization subsequently were found in the May 13 and
May 15, 1915, issues of the local daily, the Missoula Missoulian; in the April 30 and May 21,
1915, issues of the University's student newspaper, the Montana Kaimin; and in the April
and May, 1915, issues of The Quill, official publication of Sigma Delta Chi (SDX),
national journalistic society.
At the second annual meeting, these officers were elected:

Thomas Pomdrockway, Butte

High School, president; Lawrence Berg, Missoula County High School, vice president, and
the Journalism Department of Missoula County High, secretary.
Owing to World War I, annual conventions of the MIEA were discontinued after 1916.
They were resumed in 1921, and delegates decided to name schools, rather than individuals,
as officers.

The president in 1921 was Gallatin County High School at Bozeman.

"Credit for establishing the MIEA at such an early date must be given to the late Arthur
L. Stone and to the Montana Chapter of SDX," Dr. Brier said.

"The records show that Dean

Stone and the Montana SDX chapter ’assumed the entire responsibility’ for organizing the
MIEA and arranged both the 1915 and 1916 state conventions."
Dean Stone died in 1945.

The Montana Chapter still is active in SDX.

More than 100 Montana high schools join the MIEA each year.

They send delegates to

the annual convention in Missoula and submit student newspapers and yearbooks to the UM
School of Journalism for evaluation.
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